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Cluster Ministry

An Interfaith/Ecumenical Outreach

Building Community to Serve Uprooted Peoples

What is Cluster Ministry?

RIM is in the process of building a network of clusters across Massachusetts. These clusters are made up of members from several congregations who share resources to offer a community-based support system to persons who are seeking asylum in the U.S. The Clusters offer assistance with housing, food, clothing, household goods, employment, transportation, ESL, acculturation, and accessing of resources. 


Where are Clusters Working Now?

Clusters currently are operating in Amesbury, Arlington-Belmont, Cambridge, Chelmsford, Lincoln, Milton, Malden-Melrose, Merrimack Valley, and Topsfield. They have assisted 52 persons over the past year and have raised about $30,000 from various community resources. Congregations include: American Baptist, Friends, Episcopal, UCC, United Methodist, United Presbyterian, Ba`hai, Jewish, Evangelical Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Unitarian Universalist. Those who have participated have found a new sense of community with their brothers and sisters in other congregations.


Where are Clients From?

Clients have come from Nigeria, Albania, Guatemala, Rwanda, Liberia, Uganda, Congo, Sri Lanka, Ivory Coast, Honduras, and Brazil. 


How Do We Begin A Cluster?

Clusters usually begin when RIM staff is invited to a clergy group. There we invite those present to come to an organizational meeting with members who may be interested in this program. At that meeting we show a film, share stories and begin the foundational work for a steering committee to guide the process.


How Does RIM Support this Process?

RIM will assist with the initial formation, offer technical assistance with the formation process and with fund raising, provide case management oversight to the client’s journey toward a “sustainable self-sufficiency” and assist with publicity, financial management and connecting a new cluster into the growing network of clusters.

